
 The Teaneck School District 
Summer Reading Assignment  

ESL 3: Reading Assignment 

*** Please read the additional assignments at the bottom of these pages. 

 You are required to read one novel over the summer.  You will do a journal assignment for this book. You will receive a quiz 
grade for the completion of the journal. 
I f you read an additional book/s and want extra credit, complete a double-entry diary.  (See Below.) 

Reading List 

Finding  Miracles   by Julia Alvarez 
Milly is  an ordinary American teenager until she meets a new student at her high school.  His exotic accent, strange fashion 
sense, and intense interest in Milly  force her to confront her identity as an adopted child from Pablo’s native country. As their 
relationship grows, Milly decides to undertake a courageous journey to her homeland. 

When I was Puerto Rican by Esmeralda Santiago 
This book is Santiago’s memoir of her childhood in Puerto Rico and her teenage years in New York. 

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 
In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race’s next attack, government agencies breed child geniuses and 
train them as soldiers. 

Does My Head Look Big in This?  by Randa Abdel-Fattah 
Amal is a thoroughly modern Australian teen. She is also a practicing Muslim, and it becomes important to her spiritual life 
that she begins to wear the hijab head scarf – as a demonstration of her faith.  This lighthearted story offers insights into the 
conflicts that young Muslim women face in resolving faith with personal goals and contemporary life experiences. 

Zlata’s Diary by Zlata Filipovic 
Zlata  records the typical concerns of a  girl her age.   As war engulfs Sarajevo, the things that she writes about changes.   This 
diary has been compared to the Diary of Anne Frank.    

Kaffir Boy  by Mark Mathabane  (autobiography) 
Mark grows up in poverty in the cruel streets of South Africa’s most desperate ghetto.  This memoir of life under apartheid is a 
triumph of the human spirit over hatred and unspeakable degradation.   

Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini  - This is a story of family, love, and friendship told against the backdrop of the history of 
Afghanistan over the last thirty years,  

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd is set in the American South in 1964, the year of the Civil Rights Act and intensifying 
racial unrest.  The coming-of-age story addresses the difficulty of loss and betrayal. 

Freedom Walkers by Russell Freedman-or any other informative text by author 

The year -long   struggle eventually ended bus segregation and contributed to the Civil Rights Movement.   Key personalities and events are 
related in a compelling way in this very informative book 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Book Title: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Double - Entry Diary 



 
 
Directions:  
As you read the text, select quotations that you find meaningful or interesting. These quotes should pinpoint a 
specific moment where your thinking was heightened or you were able to make a connection from text-to-text, 
text-to-world, or text-to-self. Write the page number in the first column, then pull evidence from the text and place 
it in the second column.  Think about why this quote resonates with you. Write your reaction (a comment, a 
question, connection made, or analysis) to each quote in the third column.  A minimum of seven quotes are 
needed to fulfill the assignment.  If additional space is needed, please use a separate sheet of paper.  
 

Page in text Evidence from the text- quote My thoughts 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

  



 

********* 

 

Student’s Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Score for the Assignment: _________________________________________________ 

 

 
Rubric for the Double – Entry Diary 

 
Indicators  4 3 2 1 Score 

 
 
 
 
 

Connections 
(Thoughts)  

 
Connections made 
to the literature 
highlight 
important points 
for consideration 
and provide a 
thoughtful 
response to the 
text which 
highlights the 
author’s craft. 

 

 
Connections 
made to the 
literature 
highlight major 
points and 
provide some 
insight outside of 
what is literally 
mentioned. 

 
Connections to 
the text are 
superficial, not 
providing a clear 
connection to the 
author’s ideas. 

 
Connections do 
not demonstrate 
careful 
consideration of 
the text and/or the 
author’s craft. In 
addition, the 
connections made 
do not 
demonstrate a 
critical reading of 
the text. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________ 

 
 

Quotations 

 
Quotes that are 
chosen pinpoint a 
majority of the 
important points 
within the text. 
 

 
Quotes that are 
chosen pinpoint 
most of the 
important points 
within the text. 

 
Quotes that are 
chosen pinpoint 
some of the 
important points 
within the text. 

 
Quotes that are 
chosen do not 
demonstrate 
consideration of 
the whole text. 
 

 
 
 
 

________ 

 
 
 
 

Quality of 
Writing 

 
Writing cites and 
carefully links the 
literature to the 
reader’s thinking. 
Clear connections 
are present and 
well explained. 

 
Writing cites and 
carefully links the 
literature to the 
reader’s thinking. 
Budding 
connections are 
made; however, 
further 
explanation is 
needed. 

 
Writing links the 
text to a vague 
connection.  
 
The writing is 
difficult to 
understand and 
requires further 
explanation.  

 
Quotations are not 
well-explained. The 
written 
explanation is 
cursory requiring 
additional 
explanation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

________ 

 
 

Entries 
 

 
Entries meet or 
exceed the 
required number 
of entries.  
 

 
Six to seven 
entries are 
provided.  
 

 
Five to four 
entries are 
provided.  

 
Three to two 
entries provided.  
 
(One entry or less will 
result in a score of 0.)  

 
 
 

________ 

Scoring  
A B  C D N/P 

 16-14 13-11 10-8 8-6 5-0 
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Summer Reading Assignment  
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ESL 2: Reading Assignment  
*** Please read the additional assignments at the bottom of these pages. 

 
 You are required to read one novel over the summer.  You will do a journal assignment for this book. You will receive a quiz      
grade for the completion of the journal. 
 If you read an additional book/s and want extra credit, complete a double-entry diary.  (See Below.) 
  
 
A. Mandatory: 
 
1.   Complete the journal assignment.  Bring the completed assignment the first week of school for a quiz grade.  
2.   Use the attached journal.  Use the Journal Writing Guide on the next page. 
3.   Use the public libraries to select your novels.  You may select novels from the list provided. 

 
    Suggested Reading List  

 Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 
 Alive by Piers Paul Read                                 
 Zlata’s Diary  by Zlata Filipovic 
 Into Thin Air by  Jon Krakauer 
 The Story of My Life by Helen Keller 
 Parrot in the Oven by Victor Martinez 
 The Pact  by Drs. Sampson Davis, George Jenkins, and Rameck Hunt 
 There is No Long Distance Now by Naomi Shihab Nye 
 Teacher Man- Frank McCourt 
 Criss Cross by Lyn Rae Perkins 
 Within Reach: My Everest Story by Mark Pfetzer and Jack Calvin 

    

Journal Writing Guide  
  

In a journal, ideally completed during or soon after having read a book, students write their reflections and reactions. 
The journal assignment will be due on the first week of school in September for a  quiz  grade. 

 
            Be sure to complete all of the following requirements carefully and completely. 

   
o Identify the book’s title, author’s name, copyright date and number of pages.  For a novel or play underline 

the title or capitalize all words in the title. 
o Give a brief summary of the plot (fifty words maximum) 
o  Explain the significance of the title. The title may be symbolic or it may be representative of the meaning of 

the book.  
o Describe your first impression of the main character. Give at least three items of information in the text to 

explain your impression. 
o  Identify a change in the main character. Changes may have been a consequence of a choice, a conflict of 

some kind that has to be resolved, a display of some outstanding trait, like courage, or even a result of an 
action or event that occurred during the story. 

o Cite a memorable passage from the book. Copy word for word this short passage that you thought was 
worth remembering and explain why you chose this passage from the book. Why was it memorable to 
you? 

o What discovery did you make as a result of reading this book?  How has this book changed your thinking or 
feeling? 

 
 

Courses 
ESL 2  Summer Reading Assignment 

 



 
 
 

                               Additional  Assignments 
 

1.   a4esl.org  (grammar and vocabulary) 
2.   www.elllo.org   (listening and other activities) 
3.   www.usalearns.org tutorial 
4.  Watch movies, TV in English 

            5.   Read newspapers - online (Voice of America) 
            6.   ESL eboard PowerPoints  


